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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 (a) 
and (e) that forms the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 11, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (a) and (e) as 
being anticipated by Nishiyama (US Pub: 2002/0036790). 

Regarding claim 1, Nishiyama teaches: A notifying method of notifying a user of 
information regarding an apparatus in an information processing apparatus which can 
simultaneously provide an environment, as a user session, which can activate a user's 
desired program to each of a plurality of users [p0067-p0070], comprising: an obtaining 
step of obtaining the information regarding the apparatus [p0066, fig. 12: unit S42]; a 
specifying step of specifying the user session which uses a display unit of the 
information processing apparatus [p0067, fig. 12: unit S46, p0067, fig. 13: units S53, 
S55, and S56]; and an activating step of activating a display program for displaying the 
information obtained in said obtaining step by the user session specified in said 
specifying step [p0072-p0075, fig. 13: unit S57, figs. 14-17]. 
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Regarding claim 2, Nishiyama further teaches: A method according to claim 1 , 
further comprising: a receiving step of receiving existence information showing that the 
display program has been activated from the display program [p0072-p0075, figs. 14- 
17]; an activation discriminating step of discriminating whether the display program has 
been activated or not on the basis of said existence information [fig. 13: units S52 and 
S54]; and a transmitting step of transmitting the information obtained in said obtaining 
step to the display program in accordance with a discrimination result showing that the 
display program has been activated [fig. 13: units S53, S55-S57]. 

Regarding claim 3, Nishiyama further teaches: A method according to claim 1, 
further comprising a step of, if a plurality of display programs have been activated by the 
user session specified in said specifying step, finishing one of said plurality of display 
programs [figs. 4, 9, 12, and 13: END]. 

Regarding claim 4, Nishiyama further teaches: A method according to claim 1 , 
wherein said display program is a program for displaying information regarding a print 
job issued to a printing apparatus or information regarding a status of said printing 
apparatus [p0067]. 



Regarding claim 6, A method according to claim 1 , further comprising: a 
necessity discriminating step of discriminating whether the information is information 
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which needs to be displayed or not on the basis of said information obtained in said 
obtaining step [fig. 13: units S52 and S54], and wherein the display program is activated 
by the user session specified in said specifying step in accordance with a discrimination 
result showing that the information is the information which needs to be displayed [fig. 
13: units S53-57]. Also see [p0067-p0070]. 

Claim 11 has been analyzed and rejected with regard to claim 1 . 

Claim 12 has been analyzed and rejected with regard to claim 1 and in 
accordance with Nishiyama's further teaching on: A computer-readable memory 
medium which stores a program for controlling a computer [p0088]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nishiyama (US Pub: 2002/0036790). 

Regarding claim 5, Nishiyama teaches: A method according to claim 4, further 
comprising: a user specifying step of specifying the user corresponding to the user 
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session in which the display program has been activated; and an issuance 
discriminating step of discriminating whether the print job of the user specified in said 
user specifying step has been issued to said printing apparatus or not, and wherein if it 
is determined that said print job is not issued, said display program is not activated 
[p0074]. In Nishiyama's teaching, print jobs are divided between confidential and 
common. The confidential print display program will not be activated unless user 
specification and job issued by the user are confirmed. Although a common print status 
display program is activated, confidential print status display program is not activated as 
it is discriminated that Tanaka has not issued a print job as exemplified in p0074. 
However, all the print jobs can be converted to confidential status so that none of the 
display programs would be activated. Therefore, it would have been an obvious 
variation of Nishiyama's exemplification for an ordinary skilled in the art to apply 
confidential print status to all the print jobs so that none of the display programs will be 
activated when user does not issue a print job for the purpose of simplicity and less 
confusion. 

5. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nishiyama (US Pub: 2002/0036790) and in further view of Parry (US Pub: 
2003/0077097). 

Regarding claim 7, Nishiyama further teaches: A method according to claim 1 , 
further comprising: a condition obtaining step of obtaining condition information in which 
conditions in which the information regarding the apparatus is displayed and conditions 
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in which said information is not displayed have been described [fig. 13, p0067-p0070]. 
Nishiyama does not execute display based on the status of an apparatus. In the same 
field of endeavor, Parry teaches: a status discriminating step of discriminating whether 
the apparatus is in a status (normal or non-error status) where it is necessary to display 
the information regarding the apparatus or not on the basis of said condition information 
and the information obtained in said obtaining step; and a step of finishing the display 
program in accordance with a discrimination result showing that the apparatus is not in 
said status [p0041 , figs 3. Error message is displayed when the apparatus is not in 
normal status.]. Discriminating the status of an apparatus to activate a display program 
has been well known and practiced in the art as prescribed by Parry. Therefore, given 
Nishiyama's teaching on user condition and Parry's disclosing on apparatus status for 
activating a display program, it would have been obvious for an ordinary skilled in the 
art to combine the teaching of the two to display printing information when both user 
condition and apparatus status are met for providing user relevant error messages on 
the related printing jobs. 

Claim 8 has been analyzed and rejected with regard to claim 7. (No message is 
sent to a computer for displaying when it is determined that there is no error associated 
with printing apparatus [fig. 13, p0067-p0070].) 
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6. Claims 9 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nishiyama (US Pub: 2002/0036790) and in further view of Sugaya (US Pub: 
2001/0015812). 

Regarding claim 9, Nishiyama teaches: A notifying method of notifying the user 
of information regarding a printing apparatus in an information processing apparatus 
which can simultaneously provide an environment, as a user session, which can 
activate a user's desired program to each of a plurality of users [p0067-p0070], 
comprising: a step of transferring a print job formed by a first information processing 
apparatus to the printing apparatus [p0039, p0045]; an obtaining step of obtaining the 
information regarding the printing apparatus [p0066, fig. 12: unit S42]; a discriminating 
step of discriminating whether the information obtained in said obtaining step is 
information which needs to be displayed onto a display unit of said first information 
processing apparatus or not [p0067-p0070, fig. 13: units S52 and S54]; a specifying 
step of, if it is determined that the information is the information which needs to be 
displayed, specifying the user session which uses the display unit of said first 
information processing apparatus [p0067, fig. 13: units S53, S55, and S56]; and an 
activating step of, if it is determined that the information is the information which needs 
to be displayed, activating a display program for displaying the information obtained in 
said obtaining step by the user session specified in said specifying step [fig. 13: unit 57, 
p0072-p0075, figs. 14-17]. Nishiyama does not include a second information 
processing apparatus for displaying print job information. In the same field of endeavor, 
Sugaya teaches a printer server as the second information processing apparatus [fig. 2: 
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unit 2001] that connects to both a first information processing apparatus [fig. 2: unit 
2000] and a printing apparatus [fig. 2: unit 1000]. It serves as a data processing and 
transmission source and includes a display unit capable for displaying print job 
information [fig. 2, unit 22, p0140, p0060, p0072, p0073]. Having an additional 
information processing apparatus for transferring and displaying a print job has been 
well known and practiced in the art as prescribed by Sugaya. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious for an ordinary skilled in the art to modify Nishiyama's teaching to 
introduce a second information processing apparatus such as a printer server for 
transferring print jobs and displaying processing results in order to provide a backup unit 
and improve overall process efficiency. 

Regarding claim 10, the rationale applied to the rejection of claim 9 has been 
incorporated herein. Nishiyama further teaches: A method according to claim 9, further 
comprising a transmitting step of transmitting the information obtained in said obtaining 
step to at least one of the display programs activated by said first information 
processing apparatus and said second information processing apparatus [fig. 13: unit 
S57, p0070]. 

Contact 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fan Zhang whose telephone number is (571) 270-3751 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 8:00-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark K. Zimmerman can be reached on (571) 272-7653. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Fan Zhang/ 
Patent Examiner 



